MINUTES OF BIGGLESWADE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 27th MARCH 2007 AT THE OFFICES OF BIGGLESWADE TOWN COUNCIL, THE OLD COURT HOUSE, SAFFRON ROAD BIGGLESWADE

Present:
Cllr Mrs WP Smith (Chair),  Cllr BV Briars, Cllr Mrs R Kerfoot, Cllr DJ Lawrence,

Cllr Mrs JG Lawrence, Cllr PR Rook, Cllr RGC Skinner, Cllr D Smith,
 Cllr PF Vickers,  Cllr GED Wilson, Cllr T Woodward


Mrs DA King - Town Clerk



Mr R McGregor - Works Manager




Acting Sgt D Needham, PC I Wilson, Biggleswade Police



Miss L Hutchinson - Biggleswade Chronicle

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies were received from Cllrs Mrs M Bracey, Mrs H Ramsay and M Thomas
2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

a) Prejudicial Interests 

There were no prejudicial interests
b)
Personal Interests
Cllrs PF Vickers, D Smith and Mrs JG Lawrence registered an interest as members of the District Council Development Control Committee in respect of planning applications listed on the agenda.

Cllr Mrs R Kerfoot registered an interest in respect of planning applications 8b, 8f and 8h as a resident of the Baulk.

Cllr BV Briars registered an interest in respect of item 10j No 10 as a member of the Twinning Association.

Cllrs R Skinner and P Rook registered an interest in respect of item 10j No 14 as members of the History Society.

Cllrs Mrs W Smith, D Smith, P F Vickers and T Woodward registered an interest in respect of item 10J No 16.

3. TOWN MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Mayor announced that the Clerk had circulated copies of the Gypsy and Traveller Issues and Options Document to members and that a Briefing Session would be held at the District Council’s offices in Chicksands on Wednesday 4th April at 6.00 pm.
It was also announced that the County Council had recently produced a document outlining the County’s strategy for requesting, collecting and monitoring developer contributions.  A copy of the strategy is available at the office for can be downloaded from the County Council’s website.
4.         PUBLIC OPEN SESSION


There were no matters discussed during the public open session.
5.
BEDFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY
PC Wilson circulated the latest crime figures.  The ASB reports peaked in October and these cover a wide range of issues such as nuisance traffic etc.  There had recently been an incident of a racial nature and this was unusual as there are not many problems in this area.

PC Wilson wished to comment on Item 10a on the agenda.  As a police force they have not been getting reports of any problems in the Cemetery except from the one person. The police have been keeping an eye on the cemetery over the last few months and commented that it was very tidy and well looked after.
PC Wilson agreed to provide detection figures at the next meeting if he was able.
6. MINUTES OF MEETINGS

a.
Members received and adopted Minutes of the Personnel Committee held on Friday 23rd February 2007 at the Offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court House, Saffron Road, Biggleswade.

b.
Members received and adopted Minutes of the Council Committee held on Tuesday 27th February  2007 at the Offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court House, Saffron Road, Biggleswade.
c.
Members received and adopted Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 13th March  2007 at the offices of Biggleswade Town Council, The Old Court, Saffron Road, Biggleswade.

7. MATTERS ARISING

a.
Minutes of the Personnel Committee held on Friday 23rd February 2007

There were no matters arising

b.
Minutes of the Council Committee held on Tuesday 27th February 2007.


There were no matters arising

c.
Minutes of the Planning Committee held on Tuesday 13th March 2007


There were no matters arising
8.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a.
07/00333/FULL - Furzenhall Cottage, Furzenhall Road, Biggleswade

Full: Conversion of existing dwelling into two dwellings & outline application for erection of detached dwelling (revision to application no.05/00978/FULL DATED 26/7/05 & 06/02131/OUT dated 13/2/07)

Amendment: The description of the proposal has been amended.
It was RESOLVED that the Town Council raise no objections to this application.

b.
07/00318/FULL- 49 London Road and Land To The Rear of 88 The Baulk, Biggleswade

Full: Erection of 22 flats in 3 blocks following demolition of 49 London Road (revised scheme to that previously approved under ref: 05/01793/FULL dated 08/09/06)
It was RESOLVED that the Town Council place a HOLDING OBJECTION on this application for further information for a more accurate site location plan and the impact that this application and planning applications 07/00209 - 42 the Baulk, and 07/00418 - land to the rear of 88 The Baulk will have on each other.
c.
07/00364/FULL - 72 London Road, Biggleswade


Full: Part two storey, part single storey rear extension.

It was RESOLVED that the Town Council raise no objection to this application provided the neighbours are consulted and that any comments they may make are considered by MBDC in their deliberations.  In addition, the District Council is to ensure that their guidelines on the size of the proposed extension to the principle dwelling are complied with in order to eliminate detriment in respect of light and privacy of adjacent residents.

d.
07/00385/FULL - Bedfordshire Growers Ltd, Potton Road, Biggleswade.


Full: Erection of smoking shelter.


It was RESOLVED that the Town Council raise no objection to this application.

e.
07/00403/FULL - 61 Hitchin Street, Biggleswade.


Full: Replacement extraction system to rear.

It was RESOLVED that the Town Council raise no objection to this application provided the neighbours are consulted and that any comments they may make are considered by MBDC in their deliberations.

f.
07/00209/FULL - 42 The Baulk, Biggleswade.


Full: Erection of 15 apartments.
It was RESOLVED that the Town Council place a HOLDING OBJECTION on this application for further information for a more accurate site location plan and the impact that this application and planning applications 07/00318 and 07/00418 - land to the rear of 88 The Baulk will have on each other.

g.
07/00330/FULL - 15 Kingsfield Road, Biggleswade.


Full: Retention and repositioning of garden shed.



It was RESOLVED that the Town Council raise no objection to this application.

h.
07/00418/CAC - 49 London Road & Land to the rear of 88 The Baulk, Biggleswade.


Conservation Area Consent: Demolition of 49 London Rd. & associated buildings.
It was RESOLVED that the Town Council place a HOLDING OBJECTION on this application for further information for a more accurate site location plan and the impact that this application and planning applications 07/00318 - land to the rear of 88 The Baulk and 07/00209 - 42 The Baulk,  will have on each other.

9.
ACCOUNTS

Members received and adopted the following accounts:

i.   Detailed Balance Sheet to 28th February 2007

ii.  Summary of Income & Expenditure.

iii. Current Bank Account, receipts and payments to 28th February 2007

10.        ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION

a.
Security - Stratton Way Cemetery
Members considered correspondence received regarding security issues at the Cemetery.
It was RESOLVED that no action be taken at the moment in respect of any of the matters but that the situation will continue to be monitored and that the Cemetery will be included on the annual walkabout in August. 
b.
Variation of Premises Licence - Biggleswade United Working Mens Club & Institute

Members considered copy of Notice of Application in respect of the above.

It was RESOLVED that the Town Council response should be that the permitted hours should be up to midnight on each day and New Years Eve to 1.00 am as it is felt hours beyond these times would create a public nuisance in a residential area.
c.
Carnival Fun Fair
Members considered request from H Harris & Sons  for permission to hold the Carnival Fun Fair on the Market Square and erect the fair after 6.00 pm on Tuesday 26th June and hold the fair on the 28th, 29th and 30th June.

It was RESOLVED that this request be granted.
Cllr P R Rook recorded his vote against this resolution.
d.
Correspondence -  Eurostar Development
Members considered correspondence regarding the above.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk obtain information on what is likely to happen with passenger services near Biggleswade in the next few years. 
e.
Promotion of Ceroc in Biggleswade
Members considered the request for permission to Dance and hand out leaflets to promote Ceroc on Saturday 21st April and Saturday 28th July.

It was RESOLVED that this request be granted.
f.
Urban Grass Cutting - 2007
Members considered details received from Beds County Council of the contribution the County Council will pay to Councils that undertake urban grass cutting, which will be £3246.21.

It was RESOLVED that the Grass Cutting Agreement be continued.
g.
Proposed Flag Pole
Members considered  drawings showing two locations of where a pole could be sited, together with information on dates when the flag is flown.

It was RESOLVED that an 8m flag pole be purchased at a cost of £495 subject to approval of planning permission.
h.
Biggleswade Churches March of Witness on Friday 6th April
Members considered the request by the main churches in Biggleswade to hold a united service on Good Friday preceded by a March of Witness through the Town Centre and to use the area between the War Memorial and the coffee shop in the Market Square as in previous years for a 10 minute dramatic reading.


It was RESOLVED that this request be granted.
i.
Citizone Alterations - Air Conditioning
It was RESOLVED that the drawing of the proposed air conditioning requirements subject to the appropriate planning permission being granted be approved.
j.
Grants/Donations
i. Members considered applications for Community Grants 

It was RESOLVED that the following grants be made:


1.
Mid Beds MX Youth Project


Nil


2.
Biggleswade Air Training Corps


£200


3.
Biggleswade & District Pensioners Assoc
£300


4.
Edward Peake After School Club

Nil


5.
Brigham Play Group - Deferred for further



Information as to specific location


6.
Biggleswade & District OPAG


£360


7.
Ivel Stroke Club




£200


8.
Biggleswade Library



£200


9.
Caldecote Lower School PTA


Nil


10.
Biggleswade Twinning Association

£200


11.
Trinity Toddler Group



£500


12.
Equinox Drum & Bugle Corps


£350


13.
Biggleswade Jujitsu Club


£250


14.
Biggleswade History Society


£300


15.
Railway Embankment Committee

£200


16.
St Andrews Church Holiday Club

£200


17.
Mid Beds Link a Ride



£200


18.
Rainbow Pre School Toddlers


£500


19.
Campton Pre School



£Nil


20.
Vitalise





£539   (For Biggleswade Residents)

ii. BigglesFM
It was RESOLVED that a donation of £300 be made to BigglesFM under Section 137
iii. Biggleswade Town Cricket Club
It was RESOLVED that the Town Council would sponsor 5 match balls this season at a cost of £10 per game. Under Section 137.

(Total of i. ii. ii. £4354)

11.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

a.
Planning Decisions






           

It was RESOLVED that items i. - ix. Listed on the agenda be noted.
b.
Black Bear PH - 10 Hitchin Street, Biggleswade
Members considered the response received following that the District and County Councils be urged to use such measures to get the stoppage (paths and road) in Hitchin Street removed as soon as possible.
It was RESOLVED that a further letter be sent to the County Council stating that the Town Council did not accept the comments made regarding demolition and the comments made were totally inaccurate.  Permission was granted to demolish the building in October 2006 and has no bearing whatsoever on any future planning application to be made.

It was also RESOLVED that Inspector Maries, Biggleswade Police be asked to write to the County Council to ensure that the situation in Hitchin Street is resolved due to safety implications.
c.
Fixed Penalty Notices - Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005

Members considered correspondence from the District Council regarding a pilot scheme on the use of FPNs by PCSOs, initially for the offences of littering, graffiti and fly posting which will run for three months from April 2007 and will focus on the Sandy area.  
It was RESOLVED that the correspondence be noted and that the scheme was welcomed.
d.
Report on Progress of Outstanding Matters
i. Bonds Lane

Nothing to report

ii.    Saxon Gate Community Centre




Nothing to report.





It was agreed that this item be listed as “Community Centre - Funds”
12.        PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
 There were no matters discussed during the public open session.
13.
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

It is advisable that in the public interest, the public and press are excluded whilst the Exempt Items appertaining to paragraph 8, 9 and 11 of the 1985 (Act) and that they are requested to withdraw.

14.
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS
a.
Review of CCTV in Mid Beds
Following the request for the Town Council to appoint a representative to help oversee the review of CCTV in Mid Beds and give feedback to members about progress, it was RESOLVED that Cllr RGC Skinner be appointed. 
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